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Why Textbook
Chinese Isn’t Enough

You can study Chinese for months
and still feel confused in a real conversation.

wWhy?

Because Chinese textbooks teach you
what words mean — but real conversations
also depend on context, tone, culture,

and what people actually say.

" TEXTBOOK CHINESE _ "~ REAL-WORLD CHINESE _

LINL IS P T o
Xiéxie. _) Xinku le.

Thank you. Thanks for your
hard work.

\II

Both can express appreciation,
@ but they are used differently.

Our goal is simple:
to help you communicate naturally and confidently
in real-life situations.
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R —AETIR o

Gaitian  yiqi chifan.

Let’s have dinner together another day.

"

D,

What it really means ‘
This can be a genuine invitation, but it can also be

a friendly, polite way to end a conversation.

Context and follow-up matter.

Try it

O 5 AWFRF . oG :
| enjoyed our conversation today.
X
G BEE, BR—ALIK! E |
Me too. Let's have dinner together another day!

When to use it

Q
Casual conversation / Networking / 8-’-641 ~8—

Business social situations

Pay attention to the context and follow-up.
Understanding intent is key in real conversations.
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B 18] A P

You shijian zailido. |

Let’s talk again when we have time.

What it really means
It can sound warm, but it does not
necessarily mean a specific follow-up

is planned.
Q Try it
AR A R XA,

# B IE) B

Na jintian xian zhéyang ba,

you shijian zailido.

Let’s leave it at this for today.

Let’s talk again when we have time.

@ When to use it
Ending a conversation / @ @@
When no specific plan ) f\(ﬁ v

is made

\II

@ Pay attention to tone and situation.
Warm words don’t always mean future actions.

e S S o o o o o o o oo
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718 5 ?

Fangbian ma?

Is now a good/convenient time?

What it really means

A natural way to check whether someone
can talk, meet, or do something.

Try it
RAELARIT R IE T ARG ?

Xianzai géi ni da dianhua fangbian ma?
Is it convenient if | call you now?

When to use it ry
3 . 3 ! 0 O
Before calling, meeting, asking ) %} H
for a favor, or starting a task.
@ A small question shows respect
@ and makes, communication smoother.

W, W W W W W W W W W\,
N N N N e N e
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BRIRAR T o %

Mafan ni le.

Sorry to trouble you / 5
Thanks for taking care of this.

What it really means

It acknowledges that you are asking
someone to do something and
expresses appreciation.

Q Try it
Ey A RIS R BA—To
Zhé fén weénjian mafan ni jintian
bang wo kan yixia.

Could you help me take a look
at this document today?

@ When to use it

When asking for a favor, & @
making a request, or
delegating a task.

[[]"
DO
30

M@ A humble tone opens doors.
@ It shows respect and builds good relationships.

D) ) — ) - D - - -

o W
/@/@/@/@f@r@m/@f\r@r@r\’“’“‘ﬁ
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o o £
Xinku le.

Thanks for your hard work.

@ What it really means

= Very common at work and in everyday life.

It recognizes someone’s effort rather
than simply saying “thank you.”

Q Try it
SRFT—HRAE, F5T!

‘ Jintian kai le yi zhéng tian de hui, xinka le!

We had meetings all day today.
Thanks for your hard work!

‘ @ When to use it
Workplace / After a task or project / 4 OOO
After someone has helped you - ad 2 m']

or put in effort

M@ A simple phrase that builds respect
@ and strengthens relationships.

W W W, W W W W, W W
— — — 0 — — — — — _— = —— —
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% e o

Ni Xian  mang.
Go ahead and take care of
what you need to do.

@ What it really means

= Often used when someone is busy.
It can politely end a conversation
without sounding abrupt.

Q Try it
HRER FHELAE? RIRLRE,
HEMERBI

NI hai you shiqging yao chuli?
Na ni xian mang, women gaitian zailiao.

£
f

¢

Do you have more things to handle?
Go ahead and take care of what you need to do.
Let’s talk again another day.

When to use it e
When someone is busy / O [~ @
Ending a conversation politely / _\__m‘_l QO O
, . N )
When you don’t want to interrupt
= A thoughtful phrase that shows understanding
@ and gives the other person space.

S S S S S S S S S S S S o

gy, P, N, i, il e, Wil e N —
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) ) rl—)
RO E o
o gingke.

It’s my treat.

@ What it really means

= Useful when paying for a meal or drink.
In some situations, people may politely
argue over who pays.

Q Try it
R R E, TRREIR

Zhe dun wo gingke, xia ci ni zai qing.

This meal is on me.
You can treat me next time

When to use it

When paying for a meal or drinks /
When you want to be generous /
When inviting someone

It shows generosity,
but be prepared for some friendly negotiation!

N W W W W W W W W W W W, W W)
N N N e N N R N N N e ==
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e 12 o7
o Vi
Suibian.

Whatever / Anything is fine.

@ What it really means

=  Tone matters.

It can mean relaxed flexibility
or sound dismissive.

Q Try it
R ALAT 4

N1 xiang chi shénme?

A: What do you want to eat?

B: ]ﬁ4§, fJ\fk}LnE
Suibian, ni juéding ba.

B: Anything is fine, you decide.

When to use it
Choosing food / Picking a place @
Plans or activities \/

When you’re not particular

o L]

@’ A small word with big impact—
S your tone will shape how it’s understood.
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2= sy
& AT, e
Hai xing.
It’s okay / Not bad.

@ What it really means

= A common understated response

meaning something is acceptable
or reasonably good.

Q Try it
A: ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ*%"’

Zhe jia canting zénme yang?

A: How is this restaurant?
B: j&’f;j— 3 p*iﬁz:%o
Hai xing, wéidao bucud.

B: It’s okay, the taste is good.

When to use it

After trying something /

Giving a modest opinion /

When you don’t want to be too direct

Simple, polite, and widely used—
perfect for everyday conversations.

eyl ey el ey St e Ny Sl e — sy Sl oprmma — — — — = e N —
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PE AT Y,

Ting hao de.
Pretty good / Quite good.

@ What it really means

= “}” is a useful conversational intensifier
and often sounds more natural
than always saying & 7.

Q Try it
A ITHEELH?
Xin géngzud zénme yang?
A: How is your new job?
B: jﬁéﬁé‘j ’ 'g] $£F;T:%o
Ting hao de, tongshi dou bacud. |

B: Pretty good, my colleagues are \
great.

When to use it
Giving a positive but modest opinion / O O
Responding to how something is going / ( \I l

More natural in daily conversation

@ A small word that adds strength without being too strong—
= it makes your Chinese sound more natural and friendly.

o) LD Dl LN D LD D DN Nl AN LN
S T T T T T T s s ==
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-G

Zhén de jia de?
Seriously? / Is that for real?

@ What it really means

= A natural informal reaction to

surprising information.

Q Try it el @wwm\

p

A RLBH R BHIRT . B

Ta mingtian jit yao cizhi le.

J

A: He is quitting tomorrow.

B: L&Y 69 ?
Zhén de jia de?

B: Seriously? / Is that for real?

When to use it

Hearing surprising news /

Doubting unexpected information /
Expressing surprise in a conversation

It'’s very common in spoken Chinese.
Use it with the right tone to show real surprise!
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T AvE !

BU hui bal!

No way! / Really?

©

=

¢

What it really means

An emotional reaction to surprising news.
It does not literally mean that
something is impossible.

Try it
HRBEARM R Z LT K4 7

NI shud ni céngldi méi chigud hudgud?

You said you've never had hot pot?

Rave !
BuU hui ba!
No way! / Really?

When to use it

Hearing surprising news /
Expressing disbelief /

Reacting to something unexpected

It adds emotion and makes your reaction more natural.

Use it in casual conversations with friends and family.

WELCOME
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LT .

Wé dong le.

Got it. / | understand now.

@ What it really means

- . The T marks a change of state:

you understand now.

Q Try it Sk, HET, O
%, RET,

0, wd dong le,

&R

ni de yisi shi

Oh, | understand now,
you mean that

When to use it

In conversations / | \/
When someone explains something / g

When you finally understand

Simple, natural, and very useful.
A must-know expression for real conversations.
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ks \z\_,/'
o]

/

i shi.
It’s okay / No problem.

@ What it really means

Common after an apology or minor
inconvenience.

@ Tryit
A: ;F‘%ﬁ }%}, ’ ﬁﬁélj T o

Bu haoyisi, wo chi dao le.

I'm sorry, I'm late.

B: XF,
Méi shi.
It's okay / No problem.

When to use it
After an apology /

When someone makes a small mistake / @ O

To show understanding and be polite

;T:ﬁ'.g_au ]
KRE T,

.,

@ A small phrase with a big heart.
L= It shows kindness, understanding, and good manners in everyday conversations.

W, W W
o= - o>
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XKk B, =

Meéi guanxi.

——

No problem / It’s okay. N

@ What it really means

= Often used in response to an apology
and generally sounds neutral and polite.

@ Try it

A: ek, iERFXLAX,

Baogian, rang ni déng zhéme jia.

I’'m sorry to keep you waiting
for so long.

B: AKX &,
Méi guanxi.
No problem / It’s okay.

When to use it

In response to an apology /

When someone thanks you / @
To show understanding and keep

the conversation friendly

@ A simple and natural way to show kindness.
) It helps build good relationships in everyday conversations.
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&

RALAET,

WO xian zou le.

I’'m going to head out first.

<

=

D,

©
@

W\ W W W W — = =

.(____
e

——

= P

What it really means A\

A natural way to leave

——
—

a group or gathering. >\

Try it

A ARFT,
KAAT, RKEFL
Shijian bu zao le,

wd xian zdu le, dajia zaijian.
It’s getting late,

I’'m going to head out first.
See you all!

When to use it

When you need to leave a gathering / . O O @)
When it’s getting late / (—| D

When you have another commitment

Add “ kKK &N” (see you all) to be polite and friendly.
It’s commonly used in both formal and informal situations.

"\, W, W, ]
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> -

Manman lai.

Take your time / No rush.

What it really means

Useful for reducing pressure

and encouraging someone
to go step by step.

Try it
MEE, BIER.

Bié zhaoji,
manman lai.
Don’t worry,
take your time.

When to use it

o
] ©
When someone is in a hurry / Z |
When someone is nervous / b

When learning or trying something new

BB ELE

A small phrase that shows patience and support
— and is much appreciated.
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Kan qingkuang.
It depends / We'll see.

@ What it really means

= Useful when the answer depends
on circumstances and you are
not ready to commit.

Q Try it
J KA Re 2
& A,
Zhoumo néng bu néng qu?
Kan gingkuang ba.

Can we go this weekend?
It depends / We'll see.

When to use it

When the outcome is uncertain /
When the plan is not finalized /
When external factors will decide

A flexible and polite way to keep your options open.
It shows you are being realistic and thoughtful.
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B B A4

Daoshihou zai shu6.

We’ll decide/talk about it then.

@ What it really means

=’  Often means the decision is
not being made yet; it can be
practical or noncommittal.

: AEETRAR,
Q Try it P
WAL REEHAZ,
2| WHE B e,

daoshihou zai shuo ba.

We can’t decide right now,
we’ll decide/talk about it then.

When to use it

When the timing isn’t right /

When you need more time to think /
When you don’t want to commit now

A practical and flexible way to delay a decision
without saying “no” directly.
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A
id
Méi wenti.

No problem / Absolutely.

What it really means

= A confident way to agree
to a request.

- TN
Q Try it |\ XA KR
A X EFRRie X4 42
R4 H"G?

Mingtian shangwii néng ba
weénjian fa géi wo ma?

Could you send me the
file tomorrow morning?

B: /X 9] A%
Méi wenti.

No problem.

When to use it

When someone asks for a favor /
When agreeing to a request /
When letting someone know

you can do it

A simple and confident way to say “yes”
in both casual and professional situations.

WELCOME

__ogo_
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ng 3

W6 kaolu vyixia.
Let me think about it.

What it really means
Useful when you do not want

to answer or commit immediately,
especially in business settings.

Try it EAF R, /MmD

Y el AR
EAT R, 2 —
RER—T,

B X B B AR

Zhege fang'an bucuo,

wo kaoll yixia,

mingtian huifu ni.

NG EA:D K
\V_

This plan is not bad.
Let me think about it,
I'll get back to you tomorrow.

When to use it

When you need time to think /
When the decision is not clear yet /
When you want to avoid pressure
or give a polite delay

A polite way to create time and space
without saying “no” directly.
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%
ik, p
b e

B AR, (&

Zai kankan ba. i
Let’s take another look / Let'ssee. . | |

@ What it really means

= Often intentionally noncommittal: \ i .:
you are still evaluating options.

Q Try it
EANNHA B &,
KM B A AE,
Zhege jiagé youdian gao,
women zai kankan ba.

This price is a bit high,
let’s take another look.

@ When to use it
When comparing options /
When unsure about a decision / m Q
When you need more information

before committing

A soft way to delay a decision
while keeping the conversation open.

P R T . R T e T N T N T e T e T e
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&

Qishi...
Actually...

What it really means

Often introduces a correction,
a different opinion, or something
you want to say more gently.

Try it | 71z, &m'"'""‘)

\EA A R Ak
L%, &XFZEH N — T
—ANEFE Ik, |
Qishi, wo juéde hai ydu
yi ge géng hao de banfa.

Actually, | think there is
an even better way.

When to use it

When you want to correct something /
When you have a different opinion /
When you want to say something
more gently or politely

A gentle way to introduce your true thoughts
without being too direct.
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RIHF......

W juéde...

ik

| think... / In my view...

@ What it really means

= A useful way to soften

an opinion or disagreement.

() Try it
REFEIANFE
11:. ?'v]- VA ‘ﬁ' J?i o _F o
W0 juéde zhége fang’an
hai kéyi zai gai yixia.

7~ " ==

REFEANFTE
ETUABRE—To

| think this plan could
be improved a bit more.

When disagreeing politely /
When giving feedback /
When suggesting improvements

It helps you express your thoughts
in a polite and respectful way.

When to use it
When sharing your opinion / QD (()\((_)\
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Bu tai fangbian.
It’s not very convenient /
That may be difficult.

What it really means

An important softening phrase that can
communicate difficulty, inappropriateness,
or inability without a blunt “no.”

- _ S
Q Try it RHEE,
BERKFE o
A R La ? o | |
Mingtian jianmian?
Meet tomorrow?
3 Z:'ﬁ%:%: E.{‘ ’
BU haoyisi,
Sorry,
ARRKFI I,
mingtian b tai fangbian. |
Tomorrow is not |
very convenient.

When to use it

When declining an invitation /

When you have a scheduling conflict /
When you want to say “no”

politely and indirectly

A polite way to say “no”
while maintaining relationships and showing respect.
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Q Used by native speakers

every day.

REAL COMMUNICATION
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